Gray scale ultrasound in adnexal thickening: correlation with laparoscopy.
A retrospective comparison between ultrasound and subsequent laparoscopy was made in 70 female patients to evaluate the sonographic features of minimal pelvic disease (in particular, adnexal thickening). The overall accuracy of sonography as compared with laparoscopy was 75 percent (53 of 70), with a true positive rate of 72 percent (40 of 51) and a true negative rate of 68 percent (13 of 19). In this study the concept of clinical or sonographic adnexal thickening did not correlate with observations at laparoscopy. Of the 7 patients diagnosed by ultrasound as having adnexal thickening, only 1 had pelvic inflammatory disease, whereas the other 6 showed no abnormalities at laparoscopy.